a1 A W DN P

©O© 00 N O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

S-0807.1

SENATE BI LL 5447

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Hatfield, Jacobsen, Honeyford, Hargrove, Poul sen, Benton
and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/19/2007. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Ocean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to ensuring a sustainable coastal Dungeness crab
fishery, adding a new section to chapter 77.12 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 77.70 RCW creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the coastal
Dungeness crab fishery is one of the nost val uable commercial fisheries

in WAshington state. For exanple, the 2004-05 season resulted in
| andi ngs of twenty-one mllion pounds wth an estinmated ex-vessel val ue
of over thirty mllion dollars. The fishery represents a vital

econom ¢ foundation for many coastal comrunities.

Since 1994, +the coastal Dungeness <crab fishery has faced
significant pressure and has undergone many regul atory changes stemm ng
fromissues relating to the sustainability of the resource, the safety
and sustainability of the fleet, interstate and federal jurisdiction
questions, as well as allocation issues.

In order to further pronote the sustainability of the coastal
Dungeness <crab resource, the coastal <crab fleet, and coasta
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communities, the legislature intends to institute a coastal Dungeness
buyback programin cooperation with the federal governnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall devel op a Dungeness crab-coastal fishery
buyback program The departnent shall design the program with the
goal s of maxim zing the sustainability of the crab resource and of the
Dungeness crab-coastal fleet.

(2) The program nust provide for the purchase and pernmanent
retirement of Dungeness crab-coastal fishery licenses. The departnent
shall design this elenment of the program with the goal of purchasing
bet ween ei ghty and one hundred Dungeness crab-coastal fishery |icenses.

(3) In addition to license purchase and retirenent, the program may
provide for the purchase of vessels designated on Dungeness crab-
coastal fishery |icenses.

(4) The program nust be prem sed upon contributions by the state
equaling twenty-five percent of the nobneys necessary to inplenent the
program and contri butions by the federal governnment equaling seventy-
five percent of the necessary noneys.

(5)(a) The departnment nust include in the program those el enents

necessary for the admnistration of the buyback, including the
mechani sns by whi ch Dungeness crab-coastal |icense holders may apply to
participate in the program and by which the department wll select

licenses or vessels for purchase from anong the applicants.
(b) The program nust also include and clearly set forth any

conditions that wll be placed on Dungeness crab-coastal |I|icense
hol ders participating in the program

(6) Participation by Dungeness crab-coastal |icense holders in the
programis entirely voluntary.

(7) The departnent shall consult wth Dungeness crab-coastal

i cense hol ders when designing the program

(8) To assist the departnent in the devel opnent of the program the
departnment may contract wth persons not enployed by the state.

(9) By Decenber 1, 2007, the departnent shall provide a report
detailing the programto the appropriate policy and fiscal commttees
of the senate and house of representatives.

(10) This section expires June 30, 2010.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 77.70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Dungeness crab-coastal fishery buyback program account is
created in the custody of the state treasurer. Al'l receipts from
appropriations, federal contributions, or other funds received to carry
out the purposes of a Dungeness crab-coastal fishery buyback program
must be deposited in the account. Expenditures fromthe account may be
used only for the purposes of inplenmenting a Dungeness crab-coastal
fishery buyback program The director may not exceed a state-funded
share of twenty-five percent for each |icense or vessel purchased under
the program Only the director, or the director's designee, may
aut hori ze expenditures fromthe account. The account is subject to the
al l ot rent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is
not required for expenditures.

(2) The departnment shall solicit funding for a Dungeness crab-
coastal fishery buyback programfromall appropriate sources.

(3) The departnent may not inplenent a Dungeness crab-coastal
fishery buyback programuntil the director determ nes that the account
created in subsection (1) of this section contains the funds necessary
to purchase sufficient |icenses or vessels to significantly inprove the
sustainability of the crab resource and of the Dungeness crab-coastal
fleet.

~-- END ---
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